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Pop down the local ...because small
growers using indigenous grapes are
making some knockout wines
By OLLY SMITH EVENT FOR THE MAIL ON SUNDAY
PUBLISHED: 22:01 GMT, 11 March 2017 | UPDATED: 22:01 GMT, 11 March 2017

Every time I listen to Michael Jackson’s Thriller I whisper the name Rod Temperton,
the Cleethorpes songwriter who wrote this all-time pop classic. Similarly in wine, the
expertise of the individuals who bring wines of unforgettable character into Britain
should be revered. 

Take note of specialist importers like Red Squirrel, The Knotted Vine, Les Caves de
Pyrene, Flint, Indigo and their like, who keep bringing out the hits that belong in your
collection. 

Recently I attended Viñateros, a tasting held by importers and winegrowers focused
on Spain. Their passion for wines made from indigenous varieties is underpinned by
their belief that great wine is made in the vineyard rather than winemaking
technique. 

Hard to argue as there were so many knockout wines from characterful pockets of
mainland Spain such as Ribeira Sacra and Galicia to the islands of Tenerife and

Majorca. 

Look out on restaurant lists for producers such as Suertes del Marques, Raventós I
Blanc, 4 Kilos, Terroir Al Limit, Envínate and Daniel Landi. 

Check out vinaterosldn.com for the full list of producers, many of whom are
conjuring wines of remarkable freshness from warm climates. 

Doug Wregg of lescaves.co.uk was in jubilant form. His wines are uniquely
tantalising – try a bottle of Biu de Sort Blanc Riesling 2014. 

Ben Henshaw, head honcho at indigowine.com, says: 'Wine lovers, when they go
down this route, 偁ind these wines very rewarding both from a drinking point of view
and also from getting to know the personalities, regions and grape varieties behind
the wines. 
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'These types of wine, being a little bit fresher, more about balance, higher acidity
and drinkability go so well with food that once you start playing around with them at
the dinner table or in a restaurant, it's really very diꑼ�icult to go back to more
conventional wine.'

Try his range of Daniel Landi wines and taste for yourself. They may cost a bit more
but they’ll also give you a taste of wine’s answer to Rod Temperton. Here’s to a glass
of Thriller.  
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