D The world’s best wine magazine

Rhone 2009

Your guide to the south’s
superb, balanced vintage
PLUS the 30 best buys

Inside the
first growths

An exclusive insight
into the biggest stars
- of the wine world

The royals of

Spanish wine

What next for the
Torres dynasty?

PLUS
the

best of

Wl Aussie Chardonnay: 34 stunning wines
| Sexy Spanish reds: Priorat & Montsant
New-wave Argentina
Alsace’s ‘Marmite’ grape |
And... Win a trip to Oregon

March 2011 £4.00 |




Spurrier

Decanter's globetrotting consultant

s World

editor gives the French a helping hand, lets his

hair down in Portugal and gets stuck in London. Plus, top bottles to drink or keep

The new French paradox o

Ce, avenera

|’Académie du Vinde

1its "r’

rage age | lowered on election several yearsago, b

annual AGM. Paulée and Gala Dinner at Paris'

ntin November. Jean-Pierre Perrin (Chateau de f )

L aurt
Beaucastel) retired after long
of Prof Jean-Robert Pitte of the Sorbonne

vice as President in favou
whao specialises 01
in teaching the geographic history and culture of food and
Mine Symposium) | N

1 Vin (Worl

vWQ

ve. Last year at the Davos«
> Como, he attacked his government’s ‘Prohid

ion

atla

attitude to wine, which forbids any advertising or promotion

thal may encourage consumptiol saying in his acee;

ught inthis he was

e, wWh rked that
acountry that considered its Belon oysters, Bresse chickens
e vilifyingits

that ¢

hy of recogmitic

as dang MYyOoPIC <

own vt

already done would get worse. [he Paulée con

tasting of recent vintages from the 50 vi

members, after which eight wines all fr
were served to accompany the dinner, my
peing DRC's Romanée -St-Vivant

ums by Aubert de Villaine

preferen

presentedin
orb Quintessence du Petit

om Henri Rarmnonteu in .

Old vines, new wines

or was He

her newly elected mem

The

Marionnet of Domaine dela Ci

Touraine, who makes a stunningly

vage from one third of a hectare of

named Prov

Rormorant ne

now-extinct Go

janesfromu

ng a comparison o

Romorat

hese “grands

vines 156 years aparl in age Marionnet also makes

ns” fromthe

unarafted Sauvignon, Chenin, Gamay and Cot (Malbec) under

his Vinifera label, finc

a these much superior to those f

ouro stand

their grafted brothers. Unable to publicise such relatively
inexpensive rarities in France, most are exported

i for then
Port and pigs

The follc

nse of place’

ife Bella and | left for the Douro
MD of AXA-Millésimes. fora

ng evening rmy

o

15 guests of Christ

weokend at its Quinta do Noval. Two of the Noval pigs

ar 1o 300kg each, were

which had gr

k d watch the preparation for w

e killed and we w

| ¢ ‘s St Johnrestaurant calls

Fergus Hendersonof |

ail eating’, savour a few delicacies and drinkal

noselot

Port. Christian had also invited Decanter columnist and

DWWA East & Asia Ragional Chair Ch'ng Poh Tiong

on a previgus visit he

cOOKS

had promised Lo bring his Gy

said thal to prepare a pig properly you

of history. Poh Tiong’s chefs weren't available. so Christian

nvited the two brothers from Au Bonheur du Pe
Bordeaux’s best Asian restaurant. Also staying w

ose, head win

hei Cazes est

blue ski

an avalanche of Languedocs, while
j-growth 1998 Me

n 2000, be

15eC0oNg

Cristal

onwithmore Mé
Douro reds from Quintas
different mature ports (seeright)

atest | have ever drunk

Steven recommends...

Alpha Estate,
Sauvignon Blanc,
Greece 2010

£18]O Classic Wine Direct

soils at 62(

levei, thisis An

vie nu VATics
(s be e Wt

reay

DECANTER

2011

March

G0 |

Kleine Zalze, Family
Reserve Sauvignon
Blanc, South Africa 2009

£16 pickens House Wines

Ane
| 3

Cuvée du Vatican, Cotes
du Rhéne-Villages,
France 2009

5999 Laithwaites (Vinopolis)

nfori

From an estate kn

d a sense of place




Portugar doos gmz

UG Uese wine
20 Oy the

Nines, ana

ypromote Portugal's

rsity. Absent so far are wines from the owners
udging by

/e do’, says MD Adrian Brig

aQn orices

the current top Douro wines (night) det

twe'l .\‘-.‘5'.\:1“1(‘-! ladigate reds b

The wine trade aims young
Due to a snow-bound Heathrow, I could not gel to Geneva for
AlV's annual meeting of I'Académie Internationale du Vin
(AlV)athink-tank | always refer to as 'the conscience of the
wine lrade’ Fellow member Nico Manessis {DV
) sent me a rundown, star

argece
Hth Anc -n|0

Regional Cha

G sice for the fulure: bring d¢ rage
( y lower than the AVF); cancel andatory use of

100 the internet; stress

nchlanguage; become
215 the only alcoholic drink made to accompany a

ofend the truec

wine, the guardians of tradition, but who are als

1eers, He ther

bert Mond

Mastroianni

ame’, and Nebbiolo to Marcello

and al

and always different’, to around of ap

‘unrelia
The second day saw a presentation by Prof Patrick
Mcleod, who worked with past AV President Prof Jacques

urs. He explaine

sat the Institut du Gout in T

Puisai

part of our brain :u:?c_‘h()ns for SENSory IMpressions

concluding thal w
aurseives, Finally
e tasted ri!(}?l(_,

omposed for “.q.,‘ Here s

compo

wines w

gance; t."‘.r.? music arare piece v

Hantango composer Ast

h, al unison. fireworks perme

Steven Spurrier will be hosting Decanter E
inMarch ona range of topics inch
March) and How to Taste Fine Wine (28 March). To book,

visit decanter.com/education or call +44 (0)20 3148 4513

aftsmen who ma intain the culture of

For the cellar:

Top 2008s from the Douro

Quintas do Moval and Romanerira from

00416 2008, not only was

theimproverment very marked

bt it was plain that the

very gooc
indeoed. These, and others
from the New Douro

tasting last October. are

cheap. being inthe
{50-£50range, but they

can stand alongside
sitmlar-priced wines from
all over, and stand out for
their sense of place and
centrolled robustness. The

iocal grape varieties

From the cellar:

Quinta do Noval vintaged Ports
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Ports from a single year aged in cask and
bottled to be drunk without further ageing
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waould give a drinking window of 2012-20.
Quinta do Noval (Gonzales Byass),
Romaneira 2and R de Romaneira - all old
vines (Liberty), Quinta do Vesuvio and
the elegantly contrasting Chryseia (both
Fels) Niepoort’s Batuta and the very
Burgundian Charme, Quinta do Vale
Medo, Quinta de Macedos from 90 -year
old vines (all Raymond Reynolds),
POEIra‘ ields, Morris & Verdin), Quinta
do Vallado Reserve Field Blend
(Bibendum), Pintas (Corney & Barrow)

pair: 1967, fine bitter cherry nose, a lifted,
almost taffeta texture, very pure; and
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Altair, Cachapoal
Valley, Chile 2006

E48 99 Selfrldges

emaker Ana Maria

slightly smoky nose, cassis, aimost

Raventés i Blanc, Gran
Reservadela Finca
Cava, Spain 2006

E2295 Berry Bros & Rudd, Slurp

From the family vineyards of one of

white grapes with If a‘"é ( h

Lovely lemony nose

vhite blossoms, quite full

flavoure
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Lustau, Botaina
Amontillado, Spain NV
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